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  September 2021 

We had such a nice lunch after worship this past Sunday, and it was exciting to have so many people stay to 
see the photos of the 1959 groundbreaking and construction of the First Presbyterian Church building. Many 
thanks for the work of the church members who prepared the Fellowship Hall for the event and prepared 
and served the delicious lunch. The next phase is to share the slideshow and photos online, then we will pre-
pare a printed book of the photos. The book will take longer, and we will keep you posted in the progress. 

There was energy and emotion in the Fellowship Hall during the presentation that will be missing from the 
slideshow we share and the photos we publish. But there are a few thoughts I would like to communicate. 

If you have read this church’s history, you know that the First Presbyterian Church was established in 1860 in 
the village of Osborn. The pamphlet for the fund-raising portion of the 1959 building campaign begins with a 
quote from Shakespeare’s play, The Tempest, “What is past is prologue.” 

The 1913 Dayton flood was disastrous in the Miami Valley and prompted the Miami Conservancy Board to 
build dams to help prevent future flooding disasters. Since it would now lie in a flood plain, the village of Os-
born had to relocate. Some in old Osborn decided to move away. For the ones who decided to stay, this was 
a time of preparation and relocation to their community’s new home. An FPC history says, “there were a few 
loyal members who did not propose to allow their church to pass from existence just at a time when they 
saw a brighter future.” 

By 1924, the Presbyterians were in their new location on Grand Ave-
nue in new Osborn. The relocation must have been exhausting, and 
there were times before and after the move of economic hardships for 
FPC. At times, there was no installed pastor and they made do with 
pulpit supply. There were Sundays with no pastor, and times when the 
church had to close the doors. Nevertheless, FPC grew and needed a 
larger building. When the building campaign began, Rev. Robert H. 
Bates encouraged the congregation to “look toward the future and not 
in the past.” 

FPC has a history of facing adversity with faithful hope for the future. 
FPC has responded to accomplishments with humility and gratitude to 
God. Surely the realities of 2020 and 2021 were not in the imagina-
tions of the 1959 congregation. I believe that we are living into hope as 
grateful people, with the same determination to share the good news 
of the gospel as our sisters and brothers in 1959. God has not left us 
on this hill for nothing. I pray that we will continue to follow Gods call 
to share the good news of the gospel in the power and presence of the 
Holy Spirit. 

+grace and peace, 

Pastor Joe 
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Clerk’s 

Corner 
Session Recap 
August 15, 2021 

The August meeting was held in person following 
worship.  Pastor Joe opened our meeting with prayer. 
He thanked Troy and Dixie who provided lunch for us 
today.  
The Clerk reported a quorum was present. The mem-
bership total as of 07/18/21 was 102. The total mem-
bership on August 15, 2021, following Session actions 
is now 99.  
 Session actions: 
Approved the July 18, 2021, regular meeting 
minutes. 
Approved the request from Gary and Sondra Snyder 
to be removed from our rolls. They have moved into 
an assisted care facility south of Dayton. 
Acknowledged with sadness the death of Robert 
Lawler.   
Reviewed the September Calendar of events. 
Received the July 2021 Financial Report prepared by       
Carolyn McMillan: YTD income $121,038.20; expens-
es $108,535.11; Net $12,503.09.  
Received the Pastor’s report of visitations, contacts 
made through email, postal mail, and phone, leading 
the ongoing Cornerstone class study, and meetings 
attended.  
Noted that our next regular Session meeting will be 
September 19, 2021, following worship.  
Committee Reports: 
CLS: The Rummage Sale was a success. The proceeds 
totaled more than $4,000. $2,000 was donated to the 
Montessori school. The committee has not deter-
mined how to spend the remaining proceeds.  
A flyer was prepared to advertise the Meet & Eat to 
be held on August 29th following worship. 

Nominating: Art Myers (chair) clarified which mem-
bers need to be replaced or could serve another 
term.     

Operations: Julie provided a status update on various 
projects. 
Kitchen stove: After A-to-Z Appliance examined the 

stove and determined that the top burners and the 
small warming drawer are working, replacement is 
not needed. The main oven does not work and will 
be noted for those using the kitchen.    

Roof issues:  The repair work is in process. 
Parking lot: The dressing was postponed until Spring 

2022.  
AC units:  Three units in the education wing were not 
working. One unit was replaced with a window unit 
for $500. The large AC that cools the Fellowship Hall 
will cost about $10,000.      
Personnel: No report. 
 
COVID-19 Task Force: Covid cases are increasing in 
Greene County, especially the Delta variant. This 
group will actively monitor the situation. They will be 
watching what local businesses, churches, and 
schools are implementing. CDC guidelines will be 
monitored. Mask wearing, social distancing, and fre-
quent hand washing will be encouraged. Vaccinated 
members currently are not required to wear a mask, 
but due to Greene County’s high-risk category, may 
choose to wear one. Unvaccinated members should 
wear a mask. Reminders will be included in the Mid-
week Update.  
Information:  
The Clerk reported that the September 14, 2021, 
meeting of the Presbytery of the Miami Valley will be 
a ZOOM meeting starting at 3:00 P.M. This meeting 
was originally scheduled to be an in-person meeting 
at the Presbyterian Church of Hamilton.  

Pastor Joe dropped the paid subscription to ZOOM 
since we are meeting in person. If COVID-19 condi-
tions require remote meetings, he could activate the 
paid subscription.    
  
                 Kathleen Seewer 
              2021 Clerk of Session 

Adult Christian Education News 
Wednesday Cornerstone Class meets Wednesdays at 2:00 pm in the Lounge.  This class 
consists of a variety of formats including book study, DVD series, and/or Bible text.  You 
can join in any time without being at prior classes.  All are welcome. Snacks are served.  

Come join us! 
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A NOTE FROM ECCLESIAL 
OUR RESIDENT CHURCH MOUSE 

Happy September everyone!  Soon we will be saying goodbye to the heat and humidity of summer, and wel-
coming the cooler, crisper and colorful days of fall. 
August was a busy month in the life of the Church (as usual).  The Church members welcomed the students 
and family of the Enon Montessori school with an ice cream social on the day of their Open House.  There 
was a craft for the children to participate in as well as visiting their classrooms, teachers and fellow class-
mates. School has started for these youngsters.  The school has grown and expanded into the old preschool 
room on the first floor as well as the library.  We love to see so many smiling faces in the building and chil-
dren playing in the newly fenced area during the week.   
Communion was celebrated the "normal way" in August.  It felt great to be able to participate in the way we 
are accustomed to.  We had a Meet-N-Eat after worship on the 29th.  A meal was served along with a 
slideshow of recently digitized photos of the 1959 Groundbreaking Ceremony for our current Church build-
ing.  We also had the Chili Chicks cooking at St. Vincent - and they also prepared and served their great chili, 
secret recipe cornbread, peaches and ice cream at the Fairborn Senior Center.  The Cornerstone Class has 
been meeting on Wednesday afternoon in the lounge.  They are watching a video on Understanding the 
New Testament.  The lecture portion of class is interesting, and the conversation afterwards is 
even more fun to listen to.  Oh - and don't forget the snacks they serve! 
We are looking forward to another month in the life of the Church.  Even though my family has to 
sneak around, we can see the love everyone has for one another and the community they choose 
to serve.  Be glad and rejoice in it! ~Ecclesial Mouse 

 
Some of the Montessori 
students and Principal 
Dave came to say hello 
and chat with Pastor Joe 
in his office.  Everyone 
enjoyed the time to-
gether and getting to 
know one another.   
Welcome students! 

 

Big sister Heidi and Pas-

tor Joe pray together 

during worship to wel-

come new little brother 

Oliver Bernard.   Heidi is 

a great big sister and 

told Pastor Joe that 

“HER” baby was sleep-

ing! 

Welcome  Oliver! 
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Meet-N-Eat  August 29, 2021 
We enjoyed lunch together with guests, former 
members, and current members of our congre-
gation.  The meal was followed by a slide show 
on the history of our church prepared and pre-
sented by Pastor Joe.  This wonderful program 
gathered information from old Session meeting 
minutes, a history document written by Michael 
Seewer, and old photos. Thank you Bob Hendrix 
for digitizing all the old photos we had.  Thank 
you Maryann for making centerpieces.  Thank 
you Linda, Colleen, Julie, Maryann, Bob. Cindy, 
Dixie, and Diane for setting up, cooking, and 
serving.  Thank you also to Corkie for making 
necklaces, bracelets, and earrings for people to 
take home and remember the day.  What a  
wonderful time spent reminiscing! 

Our own Ray Wylam was featured in an 
article in the Fairborn Herald.  The article 
emphasized his lifetime of volunteering 
and touching the lives of those around him 
in such meaningful ways.  Here he is sur-
rounded by 22 of his former campers on 
July 15. Ray is a resident of Wickshire Fair-
born. Through a program called Wickshire 
Wishes, residents are given the opportuni-
ty to do something they love or try some-
thing new one more time. Ray’s wish was 
to go on one more camping trip after 
spending decades of his life shaping the 
lives of young people through adventure 
and exploration.  
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Happy Birthday! 

Sep      3  Peter Bletzinger 

8   Denise Lo Cicéro 

  Mary Rust 

12 Ray Acus 

  Pat Biggs 

19  Joyce Lawler 

21  Elizabeth Thomas 

23  Joy King 

24  Elaine Brown 

25  Andy Cook 

27 John Haynes 

28 Joe Hinds 

29  Pam Botts  

Two of our supper clubs enjoy an evening meal out together. 

Food, fun, and fellowship! 

Marilyn, Julie,  
Maryann, Judy, 
and Diane host an 
ice cream social 
with a craft for the 
Montessori stu-
dents and their 
families. 

Thank you for the lovely altar flowers.  
They are a bright spot in the living room.  
I am doing better, just a little slow. 
Penny Wipert  
(Cindy and Dixie’s sister) 

Veteran Services of Greene County  is hosting a Vet-
erans Resource Fair on Wednesday, September 29th 

from 6:00 - 8:00 pm at their 
office, 571 Ledbetter Rd., Xenia.  
Veterans and their families are 
invited to come and hear about 
the many benefits available to 
them.  For more information call 
(937)562-6020. 

The Fairborn Senior Center is hosting a golf scramble 

on September 24th at Locust Hills Golf Club in 

Springfield.  The profits from this outing enable the 

Senior Center to continue their ser-

vices to seniors in the Fairborn area.  

Our church will sponsor one of the 

holes.  Players must register by Sep-

tember 15th.  Call the center at 

(937) 878-4141 for more infor-

mation and to register. 
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September 2021 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 
10:00 am 

Operations Mtg 
2:00 pm            

Cornerstone  
Class —Lounge 

6:30 pm 
Bells Rehearsal 
Fellowship Hall 

2 3 4 

5 

10:15 am 

Worship with 

Communion  

6 

 

 

7 8 

2:00 pm            
Cornerstone  

Class —Lounge 
 

6:30 pm 
Bells Rehearsal 
Fellowship Hall 

9 

2:00 pm  

CLS Mtg -- 

Board Rm            

10 11 

 

12 

10:15 am 

Worship 

13 

1:00 pm     
Cook at           

St. Vincent 

14 15 

2:00 pm            
Cornerstone  

Class —Lounge 
 

6:30 pm 
Bells Rehearsal 
Fellowship Hall 

16 17 18 

19 

10:15 am 

Worship 

11:30 am 

Session Mtg 

20 21 22 
11:30 am 

Lunch at Sr. Ctr. 
2:00 pm            

Cornerstone  
Class —Lounge 

6:30 pm 
Bells Rehearsal 
Fellowship Hall 

23 24 25 

26 

10:15 am 

Worship 

27 28 
September 

Lifeline 

articles due 

to church 

office   

29 

2:00 pm            
Cornerstone  

Class —Lounge 
 

6:30 pm 
Bells Rehearsal 
Fellowship Hall 

30   
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Articles for the October Lifeline need  to be  in the office by September 28. 
There will be a limited number of copies of the Lifeline 

in the lower narthex at the Welcome/Visitors table if you want to pick one up.        
_____________ 

Please let the office  know of any meetings that you have scheduled in the church building  
so that we can maintain an accurate calendar and answer questions as folks call. 

SCHOOL PANTRY NEEDS 
A shopping list is provided for your use.  Any items collected will be divided between the Fairborn 
School Pantry and the Wright State Pantry.  You can leave items in the bins in the narthex.  If you 
need help with shopping or with pick-up and delivery, just let me know.  I’ll be happy to help. 
Linda Hartsock 
School Pantry Coordinator 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Pasta Noodles     Oatmeal     Crackers 
Pasta Sauce     Pancake Mix (add water only)  Snacks 
Ravioli (Can or individual)   Pancake Syrup     Canned Vegetables  
Soup      Poptarts     Juice 
Rice and Noodle Mixes   Nuts      Paper Towels 
Mac and Cheese (Box or individual)  Pudding     Toilet Paper 
Tuna and Chicken cans   Fruit cups     Shampoo/Cond. 
Vegetable Oil/Spray    Peanut Butter     Body Wash 
Cereal      Jelly      Feminine Hygiene 
Breakfast bars/muffins 

Lifeline—the monthly newsletter of the   
First Presbyterian Church of Fairborn, Ohio 

1130 Highview Dr.,  Fairborn, OH  45324 
phone:  937-878-3954 

email:  firstpresbyterianfairborn@gmail.com 
Office Hours: Wednesday—Friday, 10 am—2 pm (closed Monday and Tuesday) 

 
“The Friendliest Church in Town” 

 
Sunday Worship:  10:15 am with an on-line option from the church website 

 
Pastor:  Reverend Joe Hinds 

    email:  pastorjoe1stpres@gmail.com 
Financial Secretary:  Carolyn McMillan 

Organist:  Jeff Firestone 
Choir Director:  Shelda Cox 

Director of Chancel Ringers: Rena Leatherman   

SESSION 
Moderator: Reverend Joe Hinds 

Clerk:  Kathleen Seewer 
Ruling Elders:  Elaine Brown, Julie Brown, Ken Gadd, Dixie Jenkins, Art Myers, 

Troy Oliver, Jan Smith, Roland Sommer, and Diane Sondergelt  

mailto:firstpresbyterianfairborn@gmail.com
mailto:pastorjoe1stpres@gmail.com

